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This playful little piece merges ‘artificial’ and ‘natural’ music, ‘composed’ and ‘found’ sounds

and also (on a different level) ‘technical’ and ‘natural’ sound production. It does so by

interweaving a couple of characteristic South African birdcalls into the texture of the violin

part.

Today’s sampling technologies would offer limitless possibilities to manipulate and change

any given sound to the extreme. However, in this case, only the tempi and pitches of the

birdcalls were altered ever so slightly, to adjust them to concert pitch. They still sound

perfectly natural yet have become controllable to be used as conventional musical elements -

motives, melodies, rhythms, ostinato-figures. As such they naturally attain conventional

structural functions and intrinsically become part of the music instead of being perceived as

external or atmospheric sounds.

Performance is facilitated by means of a CD with recordings of the birdcalls. The calls are

cued in the score and playback is to be synchronized exactly with the violinist. This can easily

be achieved as every call is allocated to a new CD track. In that way the violinist may at all

times be free in his timing and phrasing.

Credit and thanks to Len Gillard: The calls used in this piece are taken from his cassette series:

Southern African Bird Calls, Part 1.

The soloists in the order of their appearance:

Redchested Cuckoo - Piet my vrou - Cuculus solitarius

Cape Turtle Dove - Gewone Tortelduif - Streptopelia capicola

Redeyed Dove - Grootringduif - Streptopelia semitorquata

Wood Owl - Bosuil - Strix woodfordii
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